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The S.L.E. Foundation has one missionÑwe are solely dedicated
to serving people with lupus by:

¥ Encouraging and supporting lupus research
¥ Providing services for people with lupus and their families
¥ Educating and informing the public about the disease

Life without Lupus continues to be our fervent hope and our 
crusade. Our focus is unique, and our one, overriding goal is 
to defeat this destructive illness and support those whose 
lives are devastated by it.

Lupus can have many faces: fatigue you canÕt shake, fever you
canÕt control, a rash you canÕt understand.

A chronic autoimmune disease that can affect virtually any organ
of the body, lupus is complex and often misunderstood. It can be
difficult to diagnose, and because no two lupus cases are alike,
there is no certain way to predict its course. Lupus can be man-
aged with treatment, but as yet no cause or cure exists, and even
with treatment, it can be fatal.

Almost two million AmericansÑone out of every 185Ñs uffer from
lupus. Nine out of ten of them are womenÑand most a re in the prime
of their lives. Yet lupus is AmericaÕs least recogn ized major disease.

The need for a cure for lupus and support for the l upus community
continues unabated. To meet that need, the S.L.E. F oundation is on
the moveÑfunding new research, approaching new cons tituencies,
forging new relationships, and expanding its outrea ch.

This 2000 annual report tracks the FoundationÕs strides in these
areas over the past year.
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A symposium with the S.L.E. FoundationÕs leaders:
Richard K. DeScherer, president; Nicholas Chiorazzi , MD,
chairman, Medical Advisory Board; and Margaret G.
Dowd, executive director.

Q: Given the many diseases fighting for public awar eness,
do you feel youÕre winning the fight to spread awar eness
of lupus?

A: (RD) Absolutely. Calls from grateful patients wi th lupus
and contributions from our donors remind us daily o f our
success. And the generosity of our supportersÑfrom Mike
Bloomberg and James Garner to the hundreds of our v ol-
unteersÑencourages us to redouble our efforts.

Q: We know that the Foundation funds critical resea rch. Is
that research following one specific route?

A: (NC) No. Because we donÕt know exactly where the
answers to this complex disease lie. ThatÕs why we must
remain open to new science and be willing to go whe re the
science leads us. We award grants and fellowships t o the
most outstanding scientists with the most innovativ e proj-
ectsÑand weÕve created the Lupus Research Institute . We
will find the cure.

Q: Have you done anything different this year?

A: (RD) We began developing alliances with new grou ps.
For example, we worked with the Selkowitz family, D r. Dan
Wallace, and others to create a new Los Angeles org ani-
zation; we collaborated with Lord & Taylor on a fre e public
seminar; and we targeted funds from the Martin Estr in

Research on Center Stage

For one weekend last spring, the S.L.E. Foundation
moved to the Arden House Conference Center of
Columbia University. There, we sponsored the first
research conference for our 30 current research
grant recipients. In this informal setting, they re port-
ed on their progress, discussed scientific issues,
mounted poster sessions, made presentations, and
participated in Q&A sessions that nurtured mean-
ingful dialogue. 

And, as our need for novel lupus research intensi-
fies, the Lupus Research Institute (LRI) began pro-
viding a new set of eyes on the disease. With
some $5 million raised, the LRI has already award-
ed its first round of grants, totaling $2.7 million .

This year, the Foundation awarded new grants to
the following talented scientists to pursue criti-
cal investigations:

Career Development Award
Andrea Cerutti, MD
Weill Medical College of Cornell University

Foundation to create our Let Kids be Kids program. So far,
the tactic is exceeding our expectations.

Q: Since lupus affects minority women in unexpected  num-
bers, do you target them with special outreach effo rts?

A: (MD) We have provided education and support pro-
grams to African-American and Hispanic women since the
FoundationÕs inception. This year, we expanded our East
Harlem Lupus Cooperative into the South Bronx; we d evel-
oped new bi-lingual outreach capabilities; we conti nued to
provide emergency support to patients and their fam ilies in
need; and we involved local organizations and churc hes in
our efforts.

Q: Research blossoms when scientists talk with one
another, but this doesnÕt happen often enough. How a re
you addressing this?

A: (NC) I agreeÑcommunication spurs new thinking, w hich
can lead to research innovation. To that end, we br ought
all our research grant recipients together for a we ekend of
dialogue at the Arden House Conference Center. The pre-
sentations, discussions, and poster sessions caused  a
ÒbuzzÓ that our scientists tell us still continues.

Q: What is your goal for the S.L.E. Foundation?

A: (MD) Over the next two years, we intend to doubl e the
FoundationÕs scope and funding, growing from $2 mil lion
to $4 million. But we believe so strongly in our do nors
that we know we can do it. ThatÕs why we say weÕre On
the Move .s
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Research Grants
Charles C. Chu, PhD
North Shore University Hospital

Joseph Craft, MD
Yale School of Medicine

Joan T. Merrill, MD
St. LukeÕs/Roosevelt Hospital Center

Jane E. Salmon, MD
Hospital for Special Surgery

Additionally, we continue to offer extended fellow-
ships to support researchers working to find a cure
for lupus. In 2000, these were awarded to:

Victor Martin, MD
Hospital for Joint Diseases

Bradley Messmer, PhD
North Shore University Hospital





In a series of innovative efforts, the S.L.E. Foundation inaugurated 
relationships with new constituencies by:

¥ Moving into the South Bronx to educate and serve people with
lupus in that neighborhood. The Foundation has identified a team to
select an office site and has formed a support network, including a
rheumatologist, for patients and their families.

¥ Moving, too, to Los Angeles, with Lupus LA , a new organization
committed to raising awareness and support for lupus research
among the Hollywood community. Celebrity guests, including Howie D.
of the Backstreet Boys and June Lockhart, launched the organization
with a fundraiser in Malibu.

¥ Collaborating with retail stores as education venues. In its first
effort, the Foundation sponsored one of Lord & TaylorÕs free public
ÒWellness WednesdaysÓ events with a discussion titled ÒLupusÑWhat
is this Vital WomenÕs Health Issue?Ó

¥ Allying with new friends to hold a Lupus Luncheon at a Greenwich
Village restaurant, raising almost $64,000 for lupus research and
patient services.

¥ Bringing notable New Yorkers, including Harry Belaf onte, Tony Bennett,
Treat Williams, and the Honorable Mario and Matilda  Cuomo, together
for the second annual cocktail party . Hosted by stage and screen star
Tony Lo Bianco and Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, who has l upus, the event at One
51 contributed almost $130,000 to lupus research.
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We continued to nurture and support lupus patients and
their families:

¥ Our East Harlem Lupus Cooperative provides local
patients with information packets in English and Sp anish,
physician referrals and interpreters. This year, th e
Cooperative reached out to East Harlem ministers an d
church leaders through a breakfast meeting and offe red
education about lupus in church and faith-based set tings
in the neighborhood. Additionally, we developed ÒWh at
Hispanic Women Need to Know About Lupus,Ó a new
brochure, which we also published in Spanish: ÒLo Q ue La
Mujer Hispana Necesita Saber Sobre el Lupus.Ó

¥ Let Kids Be Kids is a new program that, due to the
generosity of the Martin Estrin Foundation, provides
disadvantaged youngsters suffering with lupus some of
the childhood pleasures they might otherwise miss. The
program offered after-school lessons in art, music, and
swimming; day camp attendance; and the first spon-
sorships of children with lupus and their families at
Camp Sunshine in Lake Sebago, Maine. Funding for
year two is already in place, thanks to the Estrin
Foundation, the ChildrenÕs Fund at Toys ÒRÓ Us, and the
Goodman Family Foundation.
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¥ Lupus Kids Day celebrated kids with lupus and their 
families with lunch, games, raffles, music, and tal ks with
physicians and health care workers.  We held the ev ent in
collaboration with New YorkÕs Hospital for Special Surgery.

¥ Healing Arts & Helping Ourselves offered a one-day
symposium on complementary treatments for lupus.
Attendees included a large number of people with lu pus
and their families from the tristate area.

¥ Lupus Emergency Grants help seriously ill people in 
crisis situations pay for basic shelter needs and p rescrip-
tion medications.

¥ Our ongoing ÒRap with a Rheumatologist Ó call-in ses-
sions now provide a Spanish translator.

Peter Vallone and
Matilda Cuomo

Susan Golick and Tony Bennett

Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, Peggy Dowd, Robert Ravitz,
Harry Belafonte, and Tony Lo Bianco



Raising awareness of lupus drives many of our efforts, and this year we
expanded our outreach:

¥ James Garner , whose daughter Gigi has lupus, volunteered to appear in
a new public service announcement about the disease. Continuing his out-
standing support and commitment to research for the cure, Mr. Garner
generously donated his first-place winnings in the Sun Microsystems
celebrity golf tournament to lupus research.

¥ October 24 was proclaimed Lupus Awareness Day at a press confer-
ence hosted by City Council Speaker Peter Vallone. Other members of the
City Council, well-known performers, and Robert Lahita, MD, PhD of Saint
VincentÕs Medical Center, supported Mr. Vallone as he said, ÒWe must
work together to overcome this dangerous autoimmune disease that has
become one of the nationÕs most widespread medical problems.Ó

¥ Our Get into the Loop public education campaign, created pro-bono by
DÕArcy Advertising, reached new audiences, as it ran in more than 2,000
New York City buses and subways during February and March.
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ASSETS

Current Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents $204,238
Investments, at fair market value 731,196
Prepaid expenses and miscellaneous receivables 2,601

Total Curent Assets 938,035

Fixed assets, at cost, net of accumulated depreciation 12,285
Other assets 7,694

Total Assets $958,014

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 52,193 
Grants payable 470,000
Advance revenues from fundraising benefit 59,405

Total Current Liabilities 581,598

Commitments

Net assetsÐunrestricted 376,416

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $958,014

Revenues:
Contributions $ 412,047 
Special bequests 75,175
Memberships 46,936
Fundraising events, net of direct expenses of $206,786 1,143,493
Investment loss, including expenses of $4,447 (52,765)
Other income 14,107

Total Revenues 1,638,993

Expenses:
Program services:

Medical research, grants and support 949,944
Public awareness, patient education and support 793,354

Total program services 1,743,298

Supporting services:
Management and general 140,683
Fundraising 231,480

Total supporting services 372,163

Total Expenses 2,115,461

Change in net assetsÐunrestricted (476,468)

Net assetsÐunrestrictedÐbeginning of period 852,884

Net assetsÐunrestrictedÐend of period $376,416

s t a t e m e n t  o f  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n
j u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 0 0

s t a t e m e n t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s

f o r  t h e  y e a r  e n d i n g  j u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 0 0
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Michael Jaffe, Chairman
Mersky, Jaffe & Associates

Willa Bernhard

Michael R. Bloomberg
Founder and CEO

Bloomberg

Leonard Boxer

Jerome Chazen
Chairman

Chazen Capital Partners, LLC

Karen Cohen

Elaine Wingate Conway
Director

New York State Division for Women

Bruce Cronstein, MD
New York University Medical Center

Jennie DeScherer

Richard K. DeScherer
Partner

Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Heidi Fiske
Principal

Heidi Fiske Associates

Morrie Golick

Susan Golick

Cindy Wilford Kemp
Senior Vice President

Saatchi & Saatchi

Jessye Norman

Robert J. Ravitz
Principal

David J. Greene & Co., LLC

Bruce Cronstein, MD, Chairman
Professor of Medicine 

and Pathology,
New York University 

School of Medicine

Nina Bhardwaj, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor and 

Associate Physician, 
Rockefeller University

Ned S. Braunstein, MD 
Director of Worldwide

Editing & Labeling, 
Merck & Co., Inc.

Jill Buyon, MD 
Professor of Medicine, 
New York University 

School of Medicine, 
and Director, Lupus Clinic, 
Hospital for Joint Diseases

Charles C. Chu, PhD 
Assistant Professor, and Director,
Laboratory of Molecular Immunology,
North Shore University Hospital

Mary K. Crow, MD 
Attending Physician and Scientist,
Research Division, Hospital for

Special Surgery, and Professor,
Cornell University Graduate School

of Medical Science

Richard A. Furie, MD
Associate Professor of 
Clinical Medicine, 

New York University 
School of Medicine

Peter D. Gorevic, MD
Director, Division of Rheumatology,
Mt. Sinai Medical Center

Joan T. Merrill, MD
Chief, Division of Rheumatology,
St. LukeÕs/Roosevelt Hospital Center

Chaim Putterman, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine, 

and Immunology,
Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Jane E. Salmon, MD
Professor of Medicine,
Weill Medical College of 

Cornell University, and 
Attending Physician and Senior Scientist,
Hospital for Special Surgery

Linda Spatz, MD 
Assistant Professor of Microbiology

and Immunology,
City University of New York

Medical School

Stuart M. Saft
Wolf Haldenstein Adler 
Freeman & Herz LLP

Joan Sarnoff

John Schreiber
President

John Schreiber Group, Inc.

Martin E. Segal

Betsey Selkowitz

Irving Wahl

Alan J. Wasserman, DDS

Arthur C. Wiener
Chairman and CEO
Galey & Lord, Inc.

Denise Vladimer Wohl

Teri Wilford Wood
Associate General Counsel

IBM Corporation

OFFICERS
Richard K. DeScherer, President | Susan Golick, Vice President | Robert J. Ravitz, Vice President

Irving Wahl, Secretary | Margaret G. Dowd, Executive Director
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b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s m e d i c a l  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d

Robert J. Winchester, MD
Professor of Medicine, 

Pediatrics and Pathology,
Columbia University College 

of Physicians and Surgeons

CHAIRS EMERITUS 
Nicholas Chiorazzi, MD
Director and CEO, 
Research Institute at 

North Shore-LIJ Health System

Betty Diamond, MD
Chief, Division of Rheumatology,
Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Michael Lockshin, MD 
Director, Barbara Volcker Center for 

Women and Rheumatic Disease, 
Hospital for Special Surgery

Jane Morse, MD 
Professor of Clinical Medicine, 
Columbia University College of 

Physicians and Surgeons

Harry Spiera, MD 
Professor of Clinical Medicine, 
Mt. Sinai Medical Center

Charles R. Steinman, MD 
Research Associate Professor of Medicine, 
State University of New York, Stony Brook
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